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How to enroll in an American master's program and why does the pandemic play into the hands of 
applicants from Russia? Maria Gurieva, the founder of Study America, a graduate of Moscow State 
University and Columbia University, and a mentor for admission to American universities.

Everyone who is going to enter the United States is lucky this year. Already now we can say that admission 
to foreign universities this year will be "facilitated": many foreign applicants (and most importantly, their 
parents) panicked over the pandemic and decided to postpone or cancel their plans. According to our 
forecasts, the acceptance rate should increase and the competition will decrease. In a crisis, we must act.
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Applications for admission to American universities must be submitted in December, and spring self-
isolation is a great time to think about the future and make new plans. What to Study in a US Master's 
Degree?

In the American master's program there are all the same specialties as in the bachelor's program, that is, 
literally any specialty possible. Each university has its own courses and educational programs, it remains to 
choose what interests you: business (MBA), science, humanities, art. In America, there are also 
"professional schools" they specialize in a certain profession: law, medicine. It is very important for these 
schools to graduate competent professional practitioners, therefore they purposefully provide work skills: 
they teach to be a lawyer and a doctor.

But there are also general humanities scientific master's degrees in the USA: they do not prepare for a 
specific profession, but expand knowledge in a certain area.

The master's degree gives the right to receive education in a new specialty or deeper knowledge of the one 
that you studied in the bachelor's degree. You can complete a bachelor's degree in economics, but 
understand how important it is now to learn programming languages, and go to study computer science. 
How to choose a master's degree?

First of all, you need to decide on your goals and choose the specialty in which you want to study. The next 
step is to start choosing a university. There are a large number of parameters by which you can choose a 
master's degree: by the overall rating, by the size of graduates' salaries, by the level of infrastructure 
development, and so on.

Use the sites-rubrics, where you can browse universities by the desired specialty, and then go to carefully 
study the sites of specific universities.
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Make a three-part list:

• "Dream universities",

• the most adequate options for admission,

• safe school.

If the list consists only of the top "dream universities" (Harvard, Yale, Stanford), the chances of admission 
are significantly reduced. However, they still need to be added to the wishlist this is very good motivation.

But upon admission, you need to insure yourself with less prestigious universities real options. Analyze 
which universities are accepted by people whose average grade in their diploma is the same as yours.

As a rule, these are less popular universities, but very decent and more realistic options for admission. 
These include, for example, the University of California at Los Angeles (UCLA), the University of Southern 
California (USC), and New York University (NYU). The third part of the list is Safe School. These are not top 
universities, but they suit you in all respects: they have a good infrastructure, a wide range of specialties, 
and you understand that graduating from this master's degree will bring you only advantages.

Their difference from the top ones is that they recruit more students, and your grades even exceed the 
required points, that is, your results are higher than the university needs.
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When compiling the list, make the distribution of universities even: a third for the first part, a third for the 
second and a third for the third.
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